The Norteiro community of Diu (India): origins, language and identity
Despite its comparatively small dimensions, the former Estado da Índia ‘State of India’ (in its narrowest sense, the Portuguese colonial unit on the Indian subcontinent) was far from homogeneous, and a complex social taxonomy eventually developed. One current ethnonym was Norteiro ‘Northerner’, referring to members of the Indo-Portuguese Catholic communities from the territories of what came to be known as Província do Norte ‘Northern Province’, an expanse of Portuguese-dominated coastline in north-western India stretching from Chaul to Daman plus the island of Diu.
From very early on, the Norteiros were noted in the Estado da Índia for their cultural peculiarities, chief among which the creole language(s) they spoke, but also particular traditions. A recent research project targeting the documentation and description of the Indo-Portuguese (creole) language of Diu (Cardoso 2009) has gathered information not only on language use, but also on the vitality of the Norteiro community and its identity in the territory. In this talk, we will begin by defining the present-day status of the community, its language and traditions, before probing historical evidence for an account of their origin and the particular social and demographic context in which their unique identity came about. In addition to demonstrating various ways in which their cultural practices (particularly their language) blend and build upon elements from disparate parts of the world, it will also emerge that, despite the relative geographical isolation of Diu with respect to the Estado da Índia, the Norteiro community here did not develop on its own, but rather through close interaction with other Indo-Portuguese (and, possibly, Luso-Asian) communities.
