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Björn Sundmark is Associate Professor of English in the Department of Culture, Languages and Media at Malmö University, Sweden. Teaching includes the course “Children’s Literature in a Global Perspective.” Research is mainly oriented towards children’s literature and literary fairy tales. Sundmark has published the study Alice in the Oral-Literary Continuum, and articles on W. B. Yeats, Andrew Lang and Selma Lagerlöf.
Bravemole, Superman and Avatar: Children’s 911-fictions


The lecture contextualizes James Cameron’s Avatar in two distinct but interrelated ways – as a narrative of human-alien intercourse (figuratively and literally), and as a “911-fiction” – that is, a text that responds in certain ways to the trauma of 911. The first part of the lecture will bring up a number of texts, mainly from the SF-genre, which all display similar patterns and themes to those to be found in Avatar. It seems clear that these narratives serve to boost a
western subject position through the protagonists immersion into the radically other, followed by his (for this is as a rule a male prerogative) eventual emergence as a hero. The second part of the lecture focuses on American children’s literature – picture books, comics and prose fiction – and how it has been affected by the events of 911. Avatar and particularly its depiction of heroism align itself to this trend in children’s 911-fictions. My thesis is that this film, and children’s 9/11-fiction in general, is part of an ongoing reconfiguration of American (and western) identity.
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