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Fernão Mendes Pinto’s Peregrinação is perhaps the first European 16th century text that integrates and characterizes the concepts of Multinational corporation and Nanyang (as a geo-economical complex) in relation to East Asia. 

Pinto fully understands the mechanisms of Asian Maritime trade. He views and describes mercantile operations in the Nanyang as based in a model somehow comparable to nowadays multinational corporations. Contrary to most of his contemporaries, Pinto remarks that maritime trade in the Nanyang was operated by corporations that included several nationalities, religions, activities, etc. 

According to Mendes Pinto these were some of the major features of multinational corporations:
· Market diversification;
· Close ties to the Chinese markets;
· Commodities diversification (+ spices);
· Merchant-pirate operation/trade and plunder/soldiers of fortune;
· Multinational partners, associates and money;
· Multilingual, multicultural and multi-religious.
