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Speaker 

Dr. David A. Campion, Lewis & Clark College (USA), currently Visiting Fulbright Scholar at the Hong Kong Baptist University, 2009-2010

Speaker's bio

Dr. Campion is an associate professor of history at Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon (USA).  He teaches a wide range of courses on Modern Britain and Ireland, the British Empire, and South Asia from antiquity to the present.  His research and publications focus on colonial administration of justice in British India, metropolitan policing in England, railroads and colonial control, the decolonization of Malta, and Irish and Indian nationalism in the early 20th century.  Dr. Campion has lived, taught, and done research variously in Europe, North America, Africa, and East and South Asia.

Abstract   

"The Rise of American Global Power in an Age of Empires, 1900-1950." 

The rise of the United States as a world superpower remains a subject of great historical interest and lively debates.  This lecture will view America’s place in the world beginning with the acquisition of its overseas territories after the Spanish-American War through to the period just after the Second World War.  Topics examined include the development of American agriculture, manufacturing and infrastructure at the turn of the century, the rise of American financial institutions and their role as international creditors in the interwar period, the expansion of government during the Great Depression, and the rise of military and economic predominance on the world stage during and after the Second World War.  Dr. Campion will address such questions as how the United States as a self-described non-imperial nation came to exert such international power and influence amidst the decline of the European empires.  How did US diplomatic, economic and military policies differ from or resemble those of earlier imperial powers?  Finally, how can we explain or critique notions of American exceptionalism and what lessons might the American experience offer other rising powers in our own time? 

Enquiry 

Ms. Rebecca Tai, Global Affairs Office 對外事務辦公室 (ext. 4306) 

SAS Smart Point Awarding Rules:

1. Students who attend the WHOLE activity and arrive ON TIME will be given one Smart Point
2. Students who arrive late or leave early within 10 minutes will be given only half a Smart Point

3. Students who arrive late or leave early over 10 minutes will NOT be given any Smart Point

4. Students who leave the venue during the activity for over 15 minutes will NOT be given any Smart Point

5. Students are required to check in/out of the activity with Student ID Card

