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Abstract
The China Family Panel Studies (CFPS),launched by Peking University, is a nationwide, comprehensive, longitudinal social survey. The project aims to document social changes in different domains in China by repeatedly collecting information from a sample of individuals, households, and communities over an extended period. This article introduces the CFPS by describing its design, implementation, contents, and preliminary findings. The CFPS tracks changes in individuals and households so as to allow researchers to study heterogeneity, embeddedness, complexity, and time-dependency of social phenomena. It adopts multiple-level questionnaires and a panel design. To obtain a nationally representative sample, it uses multi-stage, implicit stratification, and probability proportion to size sampling methods with a sampling frame that integrates rural and urban populations. To assure data quality, the CFPS uses advanced computer-assisted personal interviewing(CAPI) techniques in its fieldwork. Its follow-up strategy meets many research needs but remains practical. The module-based questionnaires cover a wide range of topics. Several modules and items are innovative, such as intergraded modules for rural and urban interviews, family structure, migrant modules, event history information on marriage, education, and employment, assessments of cognitive ability, and child development items. Finally, based on the 2010and 2012 CFPS data, this article presents some preliminary findings on income inequality and poverty, marital events and cohabitation, and cognitive ability to illustrate potential research values of this project.
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