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I. BIO-NOTE:
Paulo Borba CASELLA, Brazilian and Italian national, born in São Paulo in 1960. Doctor’s degree in international law in 1986 at University of São Paulo, D.E.S.S. in international trade law at University of Paris X in 1987, agrégation in international law in 1993 at the University of São Paulo. He has lectured law since 1984, and reached full professorship in 2007, the chair for public international law at University of São Paulo Law School, and has worked as attorney (1983-2007) with international practice in arbitration (under ICC, UNCITRAL, WIPO and Brazilian rules). Prof. Casella has been an arbitrator (WIPO, Institut d’arbitrage international, Eurocâmaras, Interamerican Council for Commercial Arbitration, Organization for the Harmonization in Africa of Business Law and Argentinian Chamber of Commerce rules). He is/was a scientific advisor to Research Foundation for the State of São Paulo, the National Council for Legal Research, scientific advisor on international relations for the Ministry of Education, consultant to the Regional Committee of the DAAD, director of research for master and doctor degree candidates in international law at the Universities of São Paulo and Robert Schumann University, Strasbourg and a member of Brazilian delegation negotiating MERCOSUR Standard Rules of procedure for arbitration institutions (1998-1999). Furthermore, he is a member of the ILA, Council of the Brazilian Centre for Studies in International Relations, Editorial Board of Temas de integração (Coimbra and Rio), Brazilian Society of International Law, Institute for International Law and Relations and European Community Studies Association. Prof. Casella has published widely on international law, and has lectured and spoken at conferences in Brazil and at various locations abroad, including visiting professorships at Universities of Paris I – Sorbonne (2007), Paris II – Assas (2005-2006), Strasbourg III – Robert Schumann (2005) and the University of Macao, China (2007, 2008). His publications include numerous books and articles and other contributions, published more than 15 countries. He speaks fluently English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. He is currently the Vice-Dean at the University of São Paulo Law School.
II. ABSTRACT:

At the time a new international legal order is required, the BRIC - the new political coordination framework among BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA and SOUTH AFRICA - is one of the few new facts in terms of cooperation over the latest years. As these countries count half of the world`s population, a non-negligible share of world trade, three nuclear powers and two permanent seats in the UN Sec Council, even if BRIC is still at the very beginning, same deserves to be taken into account.

BRIC is not be viewed simply as state to state relations, within the BRIC set, it is also a symbol on going changes, in view of building a new world order. An order that purports to be more stable, more open, more foreseeable, and founded on the principles of international law.  

All of that is good for each of them, and can be good for the entire world.

With the U.S. and the E. U. immersed in their own respective hurdles, there is a gap of global governance, that obliges us to think the world in a different way. The BRIC members, aspiring to make their international presence more conspicous, and to do it a concerted way, shall be heading towards a new kind of 'European concert' for the 21st. century ?
